
WHAT’S YOUR PARENTING STYLE? 
 

  
PREPARED 
 
Alert and armed with knowledge about teen driving safety.    Has 
a plan for battle, but their teen is not the enemy.  Equips the 
troops (family members) and continually monitors progress.  
Enlists the support of other parents.   
 

  
ROSE COLORED GLASSES 
 
Unaware of the extreme danger.  Probably does not know anyone 
personally who has been involved in a crash. 

 

 
OSTRICH 
 
Aware of the dangers, but the thought of anything bad happening 
to their child is too overwhelming to deal with.  In denial and 
hoping for the best. 

  
CAVEMAN 
 
“Caves in” to any resistance from their teen.  Has a safety plan, 
but gives in to their teen’s demands instead of standing firm. 

  
CONVENIENCE 
 
Allows their teen to ride with new and inexperienced drivers 
because it’s easier than following a driving plan. 
 



  
WOODPECKER 
 
Continually nags their teen instead of implementing a driving plan.  
 

 

 
BUSY BEAVER 
 
Believes they don’t have the time or energy to implement a driving 
plan.  Unfortunately, this occurs during the most dangerous time 
in their child’s life. 
 

  
SELF-ABSORBED 
 
Is so focused on personal issues that they forget that their teen 
still needs time with them. They no longer prioritize and schedule 
time to be with their teen.  

 

 
LIMITED VISION 
 
Relieved that their teen does not use alcohol or drugs while 
driving, but is unaware that the majority of teen vehicle 
crashes DO NOT involve alcohol and drugs.  Leading causes of 
teen crashes are speed, passenger & phone distraction, 
inexperience and night driving. 

  
LONE RANGER 
 
Tends to parent in isolation.  Does not take the time to discuss a 
driving plan with other parents.  

 


